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Dr. Howard Gardner of Harvard University and the father of the theory of ‘Multiple Intelligences’ talks about “Five Minds for the Future” at American School of Bombay
Hosted by iDiscoveri Education, a social enterprise with a mission to renew education in India

Mumbai, 31 January 2012: Prof. Howard Gardner, the father of the theory of ‘Multiple Intelligences’ and the legendary professor of education at Harvard University, delivered his 3rd public lecture in India at American School of Bombay, the third public lecture of the Howard Gardner India Tour 2012. The talk focussed on "Five minds for the future” and was well attended by over 400 of the city’s top business and education leaders. The 5 week, 3 city tour, now in its second week, has already managed to generate serious dialogue between the Indian public, the media and policymakers on the future of education and schooling systems in the country. His previous talks at IIT in Chennai and IIM Bangalore focused on the other critical areas of his work – Multiple Intelligences and Creativity and Good Work. Prof. Gardner’s tour of India also includes visits to several schools, NGOs and public institutions besides academic and policy roundtable meetings with the academia and policymakers. During the next part of his three-week tour, Prof. Gardner is also visiting Hyderabad and New Delhi. Howard Gardner India Tour is hosted by iDiscoveri Education, a leading education program for schools, with a mission to renew education in India.

About Prof. Howard Gardner

Howard Gardner is the John H. and Elisabeth A. Hobbs Professor of Cognition and Education at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. He is considered to be one of the greatest education intellectuals and has also been named as one of world's top leading thinkers and public intellectuals by publications such as the Wall Street Journal, Foreign Policy and Prospect magazines. The author of 25 books translated into 28 languages, and several hundred articles, Gardner is best known in educational circles for his theory of multiple intelligences.

Mumbai Public Address

Talking at his session in Mumbai, Prof. Gardner talked about the four megatrends of education – Globalization, the biological revolution, the digital revolution and lifelong learning. He then went on to elaborate how these megatrends have brought to the fore the critical need for different kinds of minds for the future. The first of these is the disciplined mind that works methodically and may even become an expert in a specified profession. The second, the synthesizing mind, manages to gather and process information using various methods and strategies. This mind derives from what is already known. The creating mind goes beyond what is known, typically thinking “out of the box”. He then spoke about the respectful mind and the ethical mind – which go beyond the cognitive sense into the human sphere. The respectful mind endeavours to understand others and celebrates human diversity while the ethical mind goes to a higher level of abstraction by conceptualizing the individual as a good worker and a good citizen and seeking to act appropriately in both roles. Prof. Gardner then spoke abut his conception of good work which he defined by 3Es - Excellence, Ethical and Engaging.

The talk by Prof. Gardner was followed by an on-stage interview with Mr. Luis Miranda who is Chairman, Board of Directors, Centre for Civil Society. Talking about his experience during the tour, Luis said, “As India gears up to take a leading role on the world stage, it is important that children use their minds better. I hope that Prof. Gardner’s visit will help educationists and the government focus on this and move away from learning by rote”.

Commenting about the tour, Ashish Rajpal, Founder of iDiscoveri, added "Prof. Gardner is the father of Multiple Intelligences which scientifically buried the traditional notion that there is only one kind of intelligence. It is a great time to have Prof. Gardner in India, when the education system in the country is gearing up to get revolutionized."

Ashish himself left an international corporate career to pursue his passion for education. Over the past decade, Ashish has led the creation and scale-up of XSEED; a path-breaking innovation that is improving learning for quarter of a million children in over 700 schools across the country. Ashish holds an MBA from XLRI and a Master's degree in Mind, Brain & Education from Harvard Graduate School of Education, where he was a student of Prof. Howard Gardner.
About iDiscoveri
THE Howard Gardner India Tour 2012 is being organised and hosted by iDiscoveri Education, a social enterprise with a mission to renew education in India. The Founder and CEO, Ashish Rajpal, is an alumnus of Harvard and a former student of Howard Gardner. 
iDiscoveri education is an innovative education company focused on learning and leadership. Led by alumni of Harvard, XLRI, IIM and IIT, iDiscoveri has high-quality proprietary curriculum, training, and assessment capability. Its flagship programme, XSEED, a path-breaking and comprehensive solution for quality teaching and learning in schools, is already touching 300,000 children in over 700 schools in India and abroad. Additionally, iDiscoveri also runs a network of early childhood learning centres, owns a successful Leadership consultancy and an outdoor education company.


