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Dr. Howard Gardner of Harvard University and the father of the theory of ‘Multiple Intelligences’ delivered his India tour’s flagship public lecture at IIT Madras
Hosted by iDiscoveri Education, a social enterprise with a mission to renew education in India
Chennai, 25 January 2012: Dr. Howard Gardner, the father of the path-breaking theory of “Multiple Intelligences” and the professor of Cognitive Psychology at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, considered to be one of the greatest education intellectuals alive has landed in India. In the first leg of his India tour, Prof. Gardner who has been named as one of world’s top leading thinkers and public intellectuals by publications like the Wall Street Journal, Foreign Policy and Prospect magazines, delivered his flagship public lecture at IIT Chennai. The lecture on “Multiple Intelligences and Child-Centered Education” was attended by 400 of the city’s top business and education leaders.
Sharing his thoughts on the subject of Multiple Intelligences, Dr. Gardner said that he had developed this theory thirty years ago and that instead of there being a single general intelligence which people have in varying degrees, people have a lot of relatively independent faculties or abilities, referred to as “Multiple Intelligences”. No two people– not even identical twins (or clones)– have exactly the same profile of intelligences. He further added that even though he saw this theory principally as a contribution to psychology, in fact, the area where it has really taken off is in the area of education and there are multiple intelligence schools, classrooms and even networks of schools in many societies including in India. He followed this with two suggestions for educators and policymakers - first, we should individualize teaching, learning, and assessing as much as possible and second, whenever possible we should pluralize–presenting important ideas in several ways so that different kinds of learners can be reached.
The talk by Howard Gardner, was followed by an on-stage interview with Ashish Rajpal, the Founder of iDiscoveri Education and a former student of Howard Gardner who engaged Gardner on application of the theory in education especially given the challenges of scale in a developing country like India. 
Commenting on the tour, Ashish Rajpal, Founder and CEO of iDiscoveri Education said, “Most well-known as the father of "Multiple Intelligences", Howard has scientifically buried  the traditional notion that there is "only one kind of intelligence", and thereby given possibility to all kinds of talents and capabilities. He is also a leading authority on Leadership, Creativity, and Good-Work and has written 25 books and won endless awards. In my view, he is to education today of what Einstein was to physics in the early 20th century. His stature as well as personal inspirations make this a never before opportunity to inject path-breaking thinking into the minds of our leaders.” He further added, “Howard is also our teacher at Harvard, guru and friend. It is only befitting that the 5th anniversary of XSEED (iDiscoveri,s academic solution for schools) and the 10th anniversary of iDiscoveri be blessed by his august presence.”

During his three-week tour, Prof. Gardner is also visiting New Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore and Hyderabad. The public lectures in the other cities will cover a range of topics including education in an era of globalization, , Teaching for Understanding, Minds of the Future and Good Work and Creativity and Genius. These public events should generate serious dialogue between the Indian public, the media and policymakers. A Roundtable discussion with government representatives in New Delhi and academic roundtables with educators from K12 and higher education space where he will paint his vision of the education systems of the future have also been planned. The tour also includes visits to several schools, NGOs and public institutions to help him experience the challenges and opportunities unique to a developing country like India. 

About iDiscoveri
THE Howard Gardner India Tour 2012 is being organised and hosted by iDiscoveri Education, a social enterprise with a mission to renew education in India. The CEO and MD, Ashish Rajpal, is an alumnus of Harvard and a former student of Howard Gardner. 
iDiscoveri education is an innovative education company focused on learning and leadership. Led by alumni of Harvard, XLRI, IIM and IIT, iDiscoveri has high-quality proprietary curriculum, training, and assessment capability. Its flagship programme, XSEED, a path-breaking and comprehensive solution for quality teaching and learning in schools, is already touching 300,000 children in over 700 schools in India and abroad. Additionally, iDiscoveri also runs a network of early childhood learning centres, owns a successful Leadership consultancy and an outdoor education company.
