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“Intelligence, morality have |
no correlation: US expert

Ishan Srivastava [ THM

Chennai: How did Mahatma
Gandhi and Osama Bin La-
den, who were hoth from fakr-
ly affluent families, end up
following such  different
paths? The subject was the
morality and intelligence
and the connection, or lack
thersof, between the two, Ho-
ward Gardner had a packed
audienceat IT-Madras spell-
bound.

“There is no evidence of
any interdependence be-

_ tween morality and intelli-

! gence,” the American psy-

: ‘chologist said.

“We can

¢ argue that both were 'intelli-
i gent” and ‘creative’ in their
:own ways. But while Gandhi
! was the most important ho-
! man being in the last 1.000
: yeark, Osamaended up doing
i dastardly things,” hesaid.

Gardner, a professor of

. eognitive psychology at Har-
? yard Graduate School of
i Edbeation and author of the
: ,Ehegr:.' of multiple intelli-
| pences, continued by piving
Cexhmples from  the Wall
i Street crisis and lrag war to
: show that-it is more impor-
¢ tanthow intelligence is used
¢ than the possession of intel-
: lipence itself.

He said public mn'l.re-

Education systems trytocovertoo -
muchand this leadstostu- | s
dents fnrgettmg every-
thing three years after

they are out of college,”

Gardner said. There is no siﬂ
gle score for intelligence. The

search for it is futile

- Howard Gardner | vs proresson

ments. like theone led by An-

na Hazare in India and the .  He cautioned parents '
Oceupy Wall Street protestin - against hnglﬂpugptne narcis- |
the TS, are quite Gandhian  sism, or telling a child to

in nature. “That is why I say,
inapositive way, that Gandhi
belongs to the world and not

gaid.

achisve one thing that he or
<he is best at, and negative
narcissismm, which involves a

India,” hesaid. parent telling a child to
On multiple intelligence,  achievetheonethingthatthe

Gardner said the mind parentcouldnot.

should be seen asa setof rela- Gardner said the best

tively independent compmat-
grs rather than a big single
compiter, “Nost people have
a lairly jagged profile, Good
in someskills, bad in others,™
he said,

“Education svstems oy
to cover too much and this
leads to students forgetting
evervthing three vears after
they are out of college"”
Gardner said. “There s no
single score for intellipence.
The search fof it is futile.” he

educators should ideally
teach the most needy chil-
dren. "But that's not what
happens in India and the US.
Thi best teachers just for the
rich make the gap even
wider." hesaid, while dismis-
sing any notion of* gender
differences in - intellipence.
“You can have dramatic dif-
ferences in short term due tu

- gocietal conditions but, in
Lhelungrun thusmmsfa]l].n-. h

line.”
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